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Flying WILD Receives The Wildlife Society’s Conservation Education Award 
Houston, TX– Flying WILD, a program of the Council for Environmental Education (CEE), has just been awarded The Wildlife Society’s (TWS) Conservation Education Award! Under the category of “Writings- Books,” this award recognizes books which effectively convey sound conservation concepts to the public.  The award was presented at The Wildlife Society’s Annual Conference held in Waikoloa, Hawaii on November 6, 2011. 
“The Council for Environmental Education is honored to have Flying WILD recognized by The Wildlife Society through this award,” says Josetta Hawthorne, CEE’s Executive Director. “It is a recognition that we share with a broad network of partners who provide Flying WILD in urban areas all over the country.”


Flying WILD is a nationally distributed bird education program delivered primarily by a City Partner network made up of zoos, aquariums, museums, nature centers, audubon centers, etc., whereby City Partners are responsible for building training networks in their own cities and communities.  Since the launch of Flying WILD in 2004, the City Partner network has grown to include more than 40 organizations who provide professional development opportunities to educators who have collectively reached more than 400,000 students.

The Flying WILD program places special emphasis on reaching urban schools with student populations that traditionally receive few opportunities to participate in environmental education initiatives.  With a focus on migratory birds, Flying WILD is designed to inspire young people to increase their knowledge about birds and the natural world as well as learn what they can do as stewards of the environment. Promoting environmental literacy, Flying WILD also connects environmentally related topics and service-learning projects to school curriculum.  

“Birds are a wonderful gateway for introducing conservation needs and principles,” says Hawthorne. “Flying WILD goes beyond raising awareness about birds and migration by introducing service-learning projects that fully involve students.”  

The Wildlife Society’s awards are divided into three categories given on a rotating three-year basis. The first TWS award (Honorary Membership) was bestowed on J.N. (Ding) Darling in 1938, just one year after the founding of TWS. Through the years, many new awards have been established to recognize accomplishments in wildlife publications, management, science, and professionalism. Founded in 1937, The Wildlife Society is a professional international non-profit scientific and educational association dedicated to excellence in wildlife stewardship through science and education.

Funding for the development of the Flying WILD program was provided from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation with matching funds from Phillips Petroleum, now ConocoPhillips. 
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About CEE and Flying WILD 

The Council for Environmental Education (CEE) is a non-profit educational organization and a nationally recognized leader in environmental education, providing programs and services that promote responsible stewardship of natural resources. For more than 40 years, CEE has provided environmental education programs and services that promote stewardship of the environment and further the capacity of learners to make informed decisions. Each year CEE's benchmark programs provide materials and training for more than 50,000 educators, who reach millions of young people with essential information about conservation and the environment.  www.councilforee.org 

Flying WILD introduces students to bird conservation through standards-based classroom activities and environmental stewardship projects.  Flying WILD encourages schools to work closely with conservation organizations, community groups, and businesses involved with birds to implement school bird festivals and bird conservation projects. Flying WILD is the recipient of the Partners In Flight’s Public Awareness Award (2007).  www.flyingwild.org 

