










Flying WILD

Stop Over Sites
Flying WILD has been on the move in 2007, with

presentations at conferences and meetings. Here are
some spots where we’ve landed: 

Bird Conservation Through Education: A National
Gathering

Sponsored by the Council for Environmental Education
and Flying WILD
Austin, Texas. February 5-8, 2007

Metropolitan Association for Teachers of Science Conference
Houston, Texas. February 24, 2007

Flying WILD promotion at Tillamook State Forest
Naturalist Retreat
Tillamook State Forest, Oregon. February 26, 2007

National Science Teachers Association Conference
St. Louis, Missouri. March 28-April 1, 2007

Power of Flight Annual Partners Meeting 
Sponsored by National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and
the Southern Company
Pensacola, Florida. April 18-19, 2007

Project WILD International Coordinator’s Conference
East Madison, New Hampshire. May 13-18, 2007

National Bird Education Working Group Meeting
Denver, Colorado. July 9-10, 2007

Chicago Area Flying WILD Planning Meeting
Chicago, Illinois. August 22, 2007

Association of Nature Center Administrator’s Annual Summit
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. August 22-25, 2007

Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Conference
Louisville, Kentucky. September 17-20, 2007

Association of Zoos and Aquariums Conference
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. September 17-20, 2007
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To assist our new partnering organizations take flight,
Flying WILD provided Facilitator Trainings at these
locations:

Wisconsin Society for Ornithology
Baraboo, Wisconsin. March 2-3, 2007

Tahoma Audubon Society
Tacoma, Washington. March 5, 2007

Tallahassee Museum
Tallahassee, Florida. May 7-8, 2007

Brevard Zoo 
Melbourne, Florida. May 30-31, 2007

Rhode Island Environmental Education Association &
Audubon Society of Rhode Island
Providence, Rhode Island. May 31-June 1, 2007

Pacific Forest Institute
Sacramento, California. June 20, 2007

West Valley Outdoor Learning Center
Spokane, Washington. October 19, 2007

Here’s where we’re migrating to in coming months:

National Middle School Association Conference
Houston, Texas. November 8-10, 2007

North American Association for Environmental Education
Conference
Virginia Beach, Virginia. November 14-17, 2007

Audubon Nature Institute/Audubon Aquarium of the
Americas
New Orleans, Louisiana. January 14, 2008

National Bird Education Working Group Meeting
McAllen, Texas. February 12

International Partners in 
Flight Conference
McAllen, Texas. 
February 13-16

CEE’s own Marc LeFebre leads a Flying WILD Facilitator 
Training Session at the Brevard Zoo in Melbourne, Florida.



The Bird Education Working Group met for the first time
this past July in Denver. The group formed as a result

of discussions at the Bird Conservation Through Education
conference hosted by CEE and Flying WILD in Austin last
February. The Working Group came together to continue
progress toward developing a national strategy for bird
education. Membership was open to all individuals with 
an interest in bird education. About 20 members were able
to attend.

During the meeting, Bob Petty, National Audubon, and 
Anne Rosenberg, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, shared useful
models for incorporating conservation messages into bird
educational programming, regionally and by targeted
audiences. Paul Baicich listed five priority conservation
problems that the group agreed should be addressed:
Habitat loss/degradation, mortality factors, lack of
awareness of or involvement in bird conservation, 
lack of funding, and hemispheric burden. 

The group noted that most bird conservation plans include
very few education activities. This link must be developed,
addressing the needs of both educators and biologists. 
The group’s strategy will emphasize education aimed 
at changing behavior or taking action for conservation.

The group decided to pursue the creation of a paid
coordinator position and recommended nesting the position
within an existing 501-c3 organization for an indefinite
period of time. The coordinator would help support and
strengthen the national network. 

Committees were organized:
• to write a national bird education strategy 
• to prepare for conferences/presentations, including the

upcoming Partners in Flight Meeting in February, 2008
• to perform a needs assessment survey of the larger Bird

Education Network 
• to pursue funding
• to create a job description for the group’s coordinator
• to research a potential structure for the emerging bird

education network

The structure committee will explore issues that could
make the working group most effective such as the
desirability of creating a new 501-c3 organization, or the
development of a Memorandum of Understanding and/or
formal agreement for participating organizations.

Along with many of the organizations participating in the
larger national bird education network, the Bird Education
Working Group will meet again in
February 2008 as part of the Partners
in Flight (PIF) meeting in McAllen,
Texas. In the meantime, you can
learn more about the group by
subscribing to the BEN list-serve. 

Bird Education Working Group 
Meets in Denver

This issue of Flying WILD Notes coincides with a big
change for me and the Flying WILD program. As many

of you know, I recently accepted the position of Sr. Manager
for the Project WILD program here at the Council for
Environmental Education (CEE). For the past five years 
I have had the privilege of helping develop, launch and
grow the program. While reluctant to leave a position that
brought me so much satisfaction and growth, I now have an
opportunity to further my experiences while continuing to
follow my passion for conservation education. 

Until CEE hires a manager for Flying WILD, Ed McCrea,
President of Environmental Education and Conservation
Global and former Executive Director of the North
American Association for Environmental Education, 
will oversee Flying WILD’s daily operation and network
building duties. Over the past six years, Ed has worn many
hats for the Flying WILD program. As a veteran Flying
WILD planner, coordinator and facilitator, we are delighted
to have Ed’s help in this transition. You can contact Ed at
emccrea@eecg.org. 

Thanks to the many educators that continue to make Flying
WILD a success. It has been a great pleasure working with
you all. 

ML

Fond Farewell from
Marc LeFebre
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Flying WILD, a program of the
Council for Environmental Education,
introduces middle school students to
bird conservation through standards-
based classroom activities and
environmental stewardship projects.
Flying WILD encourages schools to

work closely with conservation organizations,
community groups, and businesses involved with
birds to implement school bird festivals—events
during which students take a leading role in teaching
their classmates and community about migratory
birds. A national partner network provides educators
with Flying WILD training and materials, including
the program guide, Flying WILD: An Educator’s Guide
to Celebrating Birds. For more information, visit
www.flyingwild.org.

The Council for Environmental
Education (CEE) is a non-profit 501 (c)(3)
educational organization formed in 1970
by representatives of natural resource
and education agencies. CEE’s mission 
is to provide environmental education
programs and services that promote
stewardship of the environ-
ment and further the
capacity of learners to 
make informed decisions.

CEE is proud to announce that Flying WILD
is a new member of the Wild Bird Feeding
Industry (WBFI). This is in keeping with 
our philosophy that building bridges with
the bird business community is good for
bird education.

The Wild Bird Feeding Industry is an
association dedicated to the progressive
expansion of the wild bird and backyard
wildlife feeding industry. Their partners
include Cornell’s Lab of Ornithology, the
Migratory Bird Conservancy, National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and several
other groups. 

Early contact with bird feeding is often a
gateway to a child’s interest in birds. Flying

WILD activities encourage schools to set 
up feeding areas on their campuses – an
exciting introduction to birds. 

So, it is a pleasure to be part of the group
that makes responsible wild bird feeding 
its priority. WBFI and its member
companies promote activities we believe are
important, and they are a powerful partner for bird
conservation. You can find out more at www.wbfi.org.

Wild Bird Feeding Industry


